Happy, Health

ost children get a cake on their first
birthday. Linda got her first drink,
courtesy of her grandfather.

She took to drinking in earnest at age 10, fueled
by years of abuse from her mother. The abuse
and the addiction continued throughout her
adulthood and two failed marriages ... and ended
on June 3, 2020.

That’s when Linda was taken to jail, where she
stopped drinking and smoking, “cold turkey.”
But her life would change in even more profound
ways when she came to Hope Gospel Mission
after serving her time.

Linda knew about Hope Gospel Mission from an
elder of the church she attended. She had been
staying with a family from the church when she
gave her life totally to the Lord. “God told me to
come to the Mission,” she says.

Here, Linda joined our recovery program and
allowed Christ to change her life. “I can’t
imagine my life without Him,” she tells us.
“The transformation was amazing. I listen to
His little nudges. I get up in the middle of the
night for my quiet time with the Lord.”

Aside from her continued sobriety, the biggest
change in Linda’s life is her relationship with
the mother who had abused her as a child. “It
was hard to forgive her,” she admits. “But I
knew God would help me with that, and He

is working through her too.” When Linda
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completes the program, she plans to care for her
mother, who suffers from heart disease.

Linda’s own health is good, even after a lifetime
of drinking. She was diagnosed and treated for
hepatitis C, which would have gone undiagnosed
had she not come to the Mission. She is ready

to go back to work ... even in construction!

“I’'m God’s vessel,” she says. “He can put me
anywhere He needs me.”

Linda is grateful to everyone at Hope Gospel
Mission — and to friends like you — who helped
her get closer to the Lord. “Being at the Mission
gave me time to get my roots firmly planted in
the ground, so I could grow in a happy, healthy,
healing environment!”
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Many gifts are given throughout the year in honor of or in memory of loved ones. You can see a list
of these special gift recognitions by viewing the online newsletter at HopeGospelMission.org

A Uear in Blessings. Thank you!

Last year, with your faithful support, Hope Gospel Mission provided:

39,454 Meals ‘l e‘ 28,449 Hours of Education

x
& 12,310 Nights of Shelter i $42,653 Worth of Clothing
—

w 35,690 Hours of Employment Training

*Numbers represent Jan - Nov 2021

Every Meal, Night of Shelter, Clothing Item and Act of Kindness Made life Better
for Someone Who Really Needed It. Now They Want to Say ... THANK YOU!
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Brian had an emptiness
in his heart only God
could fill.
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Sandi Polzin
Executive Director

Oh sing to the
LORD a new song,
for He has done
marvelous things!
His right hand
and His holy
arm have worked
salvation for Him.
— Psalm 98:1

A special THANK YOU to
Wells Fargo and The Women's
Giving Circle Fund of the Eau
Claire Community Foundation

for your generosity!
You are changing lives
of people in desperate need.

Cfou S Help FCeople Smite ¢4ym‘n

Dear Friend,

I think our residents at Hope Gospel Mission would agree, they smile
more since coming here.

You have a big part in that. You help people feel loved. You show
them they are worth caring for by the many helpful services you provide.

That starts with healthy meals and clean beds and continues with
teaching, training and custom-designed care for each person ... including
help to find enjoyable work and a place to live.

You prove to our residents they have value each day they stay here.

Our staff and volunteers add to that. They frequently tell me it is a
privilege to work and to serve here. They know God uses them to bring
others into friendship with Him and receive His blessing.

That is so rewarding and meaningful. Plus, as they help others, God
helps them. Just as Proverbs 11:25 says, “Whoever brings blessing will be
enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.”

I pray God waters you in this new year. You are bearing fruit that
lasts. Lives change here, forever. And you are part of that.

Sincerely,

Cordl DLy,

Sandi Polzin
Executive Director

It’s a new year. Is God calling you
to a new career?

You are a faithful friend to Hope Gospel Mission, so you know all
about the good work being done here. Each day, our loving, generous
and reliable staff members give their time and abilities to those in need.
This work is life-changing for all involved.

“The most rewarding thing at Hope Gospel Mission is seeing God at
work in the lives of our residents when I least expect it. Sometimes it
seems like a resident walks a lightyear in a week's time. I see this as
a little glimpse of what heaven will be like, and that's why I love my
job at Hope,” - Benita Wagner, Chaplain

Are you looking for a more meaningful career? We have a number of
positions open and would love to tell you more about the fulfilling and
exciting career opportunities at Hope Gospel Mission. It’s a new year;
make a positive change for yourself and others.

For more information, please visit HopeGospelMission.org/Careers.

Brian Makes the Best Invesoment

of 75 Lige

¢¢T had wasted ten years of my life,” Brian
tells us. Those ten years, starting in his late
teens, were a blur of drugs and alcohol that got
him into trouble with his family and the law.

Knowing he needed help, he came to Hope Gospel
Mission. When he completed the Short Stay
Program, he thought he had everything under
control ... but it didn’t last.

“I fell back into all my old habits,” Brian admits.
“Before I knew it, I was breaking the law again.”
Six months later, the friend he was living with
kicked him out. He had nowhere to go except
back to Hope Gospel Mission.

This time, Brian made an investment in himself.
He would go through the Renewed Hope Program:
one year of his life to make up for the ten he had
wasted.

“It was pretty amazing,” Brian recalls. “There
was a resident I’d known in the Short Stay
Program who didn't have a great attitude. When I
came back, he had completely changed, and I was
excited to see that.”

Brian soon experienced a transformation in his
own life. He thought he had acted out because he
was angry but realized he had been afraid of being
unwanted and unloved. Now he knew God loved
him unconditionally. “I had an emptiness in my
heart only He could fill,” he says.

Reconciled with God, Brian began repairing the
relationships damaged by his years of addiction.

Brian appreciates the community and fellowship he has
found at the Mission and plans to enter the Discipleship
Transitions Program after completing the Renewed Hope
Program. Beyond that, he would like to volunteer

or work at the Mission. “I'm giving it up to God.

He'll provide the direction | need.”

“I asked forgiveness of everyone I had hurt,”
he says. “Looking back, I see they just wanted
the best for me, but I didn't want to accept

it. Everything is great now, and I have a lot of
support.”

Brian appreciates the community and fellowship
he has found at the Mission and plans to enter the
Discipleship Transitions Program after completing
the Renewed Hope Program. Beyond that, he
would like to volunteer or work at the Mission.
“I’'m giving it up to God. He’ll provide the
direction I need.”

In the meantime, Brian has some words of
direction for anyone who comes to Hope Gospel
Mission: “Accept the help people want to give
you and look to God. Dig into His Word. If it can
happen for me, it can happen for anybody!”

Hope Gospel Mission relies on
volunteers every day. From helping
clean up to befriending and helping
someone in need, our volunteers impact
the lives of so many.

Cam is one of our faithful volunteers, showing up
every week since God called him here in 2019.

“I was reading through the Old Testament -
one chapter per day. After I read the chapter
in Job where he had lost everything and

his friends first came and comforted him, I
reflected and offered a prayer of gratitude that
God had placed friends in Job’s life when he
needed them. That’s when I felt a prod telling
me that there are people in Eau Claire who
have lost everything too and need someone

to comfort and encourage them. As I prayed
further on this, it became clear that God was
calling me to minister to the homeless in Eau
Claire which ultimately led me to Hope Gospel
Mission,” Cam shared.

We're thankful to Cam for answering God's call!

And he’s been doing just that ever since! Each
week brings new blessings for Cam and the
men he comes alongside.

“I truly enjoy getting to know the men one-
on-one. There are so many good guys in the

Coam Oppers Priendship and Support

Cam (right) enjoys making friends and leading
men to positive life change,

program who are working hard on their renewal
plans. Ilove seeing the transformation unfold
over weeks, months and years. I getto be a
first-hand witness to Jesus changing lives in big
meaningful ways.”

Many here are so grateful for Cam and his
loving care and you can bless so many with
your time, just like him. Please consider
offering your time, gifts and abilities at Hope
Gospel Mission. We promise you won’t be
disappointed. This kind of work blesses
everyone involved.

“We’re called to humble ourselves, and humbly
love and serve others in need. I’ve found
whenever I step out of my comfort zone, trust
God and follow where He leads, I always seem
to get more out of the experience than I put in.
I believe the same is true for all of us.”

Hope Gospel Mission needs friends like you every
day to impact the lives of so many. Will you lend

a hand? Email volunteer@hopegospelmission.org
or call (715) 491-0905




