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Last year, with your faithful support, Hope Gospel Mission provided:’
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Thank You For Making This Important Expansion Possible! “Numbers represent January 2022 through November 2022 " e b }
It was a wonderful feeling to have the ribbon Short-Term Needs, Long-Term Change. & ¢
cut at the Grand Opening of the new Short Stay .

) . James is a wonderful success story of the Short w
Expansion Project at the Hope Renewal Center for Stay Program. He is a recent
Men. Thanks to friends like you, we now have y Frogram. : - T

. graduate who has turned his
doubled the living space of the short-stay area life around. fhanks to 3
increasing our capacity from 12 to 24 men. your faithful support! 46,381 13,889 41,829 33,347 $ 60,045
Also new to the expanded area is a new modular Meals Nights of Shelter Hours of Hours of Worth of
. James came to Hope Gospel . K .
bed system. This allows easy and safe top bed wifiro tiones and fo Employment Education Clothing Given
access with stairs and hand railings. It also offers . y Training
idea how to make or save

improved privacy with a restful and dignified

i it. He was living in a motel and realized he
sleeping arrangement.

had nowhere else to turn. His life was spent
The Short Stay Program really does allow a meandering from place to place, and he was Every meal, night of shelter, clothing item and act of kindness
change in people’s lives. It gives them time to ready to make a change. made life better for someone who really needed it.

get back on their feet, find work, secure long-
term safe housing, and create a workable budget.

When he arrived at the Mission, he began the
Short Stay program and classes. It took time

to change his lifelong habits, and relearn new
ones. He dug in hard and learned that a carefree
lifestyle was no way to live life.

“Looking back, | see they just
wanted the best for me, but

| didn’t want to accept it.
Everything is great now, and |

“You might not see the direct
impact of your gifts, but
they're life changers. My
family can attest to that.”

Today, James is thriving in his new life have a lot of support.” B
and speaking to others about his Short — Brian
Stay experience.
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Thie Bible pules el tho'Syd fur helped e Being at the Mission “Without your help, Thank you for bringis
ave me time to get m . o G
become a born-again Christian. | am thankful g get my wouldn't be able to get better. W . ' the Gospel ofJesus

roots firmly planted in the
ground, so | could grow in
a happy, healthy, healing

I'm getting healthier, and |

for the staff here. Everyone here is so nice :
know I'm going to be okay.”

and welcoming!”

to those in need.

— Debra
Thank you for caring about people like James. environment!”
With your kindness, the love of our Lord Jesus TS
Christ can reach so many more in need. You
really have made a difference in their lives, and : . .
now that number will continue to grow! i 4 - Sl ' A
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“Let us hold fast
the confession of
our hope without
wavering, for He
who promised

is faithful.”

— Hebrews 10:23, ESV

A special THANK YOU to

Edward & Hannah M. Rutledge
Charities

AnnMarie Foundation
Eau Claire Community Foundation
Eau Claire Scheels
for your generosity!

You are changing lives
of people in desperate need.
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Dear Friend,

I have a confession: I did not make a New Year’s resolution for
2023. Over the years, I learned resolutions rarely last more than a
month or two before we forget them.

That’s why I advise the men and women at Hope Gospel
Mission to forget about New Year’s resolutions altogether and set
goals instead — not just on the first of the year, but for every day,
week, month and year and all the way home to heaven. I like to
see each day as a gift from God to enjoy as I focus on the work He
gives me to do.

I expect our residents will achieve what they set out to do. They
already accomplish so much during their time here with us. Many
wise and caring people want to help them move forward, including
you. I’'m sure we’ll see much fruit coming from these Godly people.

You are part of their success. And not just for them, but for
their future generations to come. You also gave our residents the
resources they needed to look ahead and visualize a brighter future
for themselves and their families. These are wonderful gifts.
Thank you!

So, if you didn’t make a New Year’s resolution — or have
already abandoned it — don’t feel bad. My best thought is to
enjoy the day God has given us and look forward to our bright and
beautiful future.

Thank you, and may God bless you.

Sincerely,

Sandi Polzin
Executive Director
Hope Gospel Mission

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make last Christmas merry and bright!

Thanks to you, it was memorable and fun!

Blodwyn’s Long Journey of Survival.

lodwyn’s family hid a dark secret.

Her father had been molesting her and her

younger siblings since they were infants.
Feeling she had no one to turn to, Blodwyn attempted
suicide when she was only eight years old. She says
today that God saved her life, but the abuse continued
until she ran away to New York City at 14.

Her new life, however, held a different kind of abuse.
A victim of sex trafficking, Blodwyn was forced to
sell her body. She also became addicted to heroin

which only fueled her attempts of suicide.

Two years later, an officer of the Salvation Army
offered her coffee and a piece of pie at a local diner.
She spoke to her about Jesus in a way she had never
heard before. Convinced by her kindness, Blodwyn
accepted money for a bus ticket home and left that
very night, with just the clothes on her back.

Blodwyn graduated from high school and college.
She moved to California, started working and got

married. It seemed she had finally escaped the
cycle of abuse and hardship in her life. Then her
husband died in a tragic accident just six weeks
after their elopement. Overcome with grief,
Blodwyn began drinking and doing drugs.

Later that year, in her grief, Blodwyn married
again to an abusive alcoholic which prompted
her to join AA. In the meetings, she thrived.
She divorced her second husband due to abuse,
neglect and unfaithfulness. She met her third
husband in AA and gave birth to two children.

Unfortunately, her husband did not stay sober
and in his alcoholism, he became abusive and
unfaithful. She divorced him and started raising
her family on her own, even though suicide was
still taunting her every day.

The years that followed were difficult ones for
the newly sober mother. She married again ...
and was widowed again. Still, she maintained
her sobriety. Unfortunately, her attempts at
suicide continued.

Years later, Blodwyn married for the fifth time.

At first, everything was looking up. Then COVID
hit and Blodwyn lost both her jobs. Her marriage

also ended when her husband filed for divorce.

These events finally broke Blodwyn. And after
more than 30 years, she began drinking again.
Disappointed in herself and filled with despair,
she tried to commit suicide yet again. As He
had when she was just a child, God was there to
intervene once more. Blodwyn’s daughter then
invited her to come live with her in Wisconsin.
Knowing she needed big changes in her life,
Blodwyn agreed.

Her daughter had never known Blodwyn as

an alcoholic and was shocked to see this new
behavior. A friend of hers recommended

Hope Gospel Mission. Blodwyn went to the
intake interview, certain they would deem her
unacceptable. But she was accepted on the spot
and welcomed with open arms.

With suicide still heavy on Blodwyn’s mind,
she entered Hope Gospel Mission. In time, she

received some peace from these dark thoughts.
She was ready to heal. “When I started to
experience the break from my suicidal thoughts,
I knew I had to rewire my brain. I had to change
my way of thinking.”

Blodwyn worked with her renewal counselor

to develop a personalized plan tailored to meet
her specific needs. One that would help her
heal and bring her life back together as an older,
educated adult.

“Hope Gospel Mission does not take a
cookie-cutter approach to recovery. They
really care about each individual and make
renewal plans that reflect each person.”

“Thank you for saving my life.
Your donations and
volunteer hours saved me.”

Blodwyn is now ready for her graduation and
plans on using the discipleship program. This

will allow her to continue living on-site. This is a
comfort to her as she has a place close to her Hope
Gospel family. She has already been given a job
offer to teach computer usage to senior citizens.

A firm believer in healing, Blodywyn wants to
share her story with those who may have been
abused or feel suicidal. Suicide has plagued her
entire life, and it is her hope that her story will
give strength to even just one person.

Blodwyn is also clear about her passion for you
and everyone who contributes to Hope Gospel
Mission. “Thank you for saving my life. Your
donations and volunteer hours saved me. If I
hadn’t surrendered to God and Hope Gospel
Mission’s programs, I would be dead. People can
get help and hope here.”

Gifts given in honor of or in memory of loved ones can be viewed online at HopeGospelMission.org




